


RESEARCH & CONSERVATION — 
CLEFT-LEAVED HAWTHORN
PHA Research Associates, sta� and professional  
colleagues continue to learn more about the  
cleft-leaved hawthorn, known to grow exclusively  
on Martha’s Vineyard. Propagation e�orts have 
resulted in new trees for our living collection and the 
discovery of more specimens in the wild has increased 
community awareness of Island conservation issues  
and PHA’s research accomplishments.

RESEARCH & EDUCATION —  
BEECH LEAF DISEASE
For the past 3 years PHA has been studying the 
e�ects of beech leaf disease and experimenting with 
various treatments, as beech trees are a signi�cant 
foundation of PHA’s living collection and an iconic 
tree among the Island’s woodlands. Studying,  
experimenting and sharing are signi�cant tenets  
of Polly’s gardening philosophy that we continue 
today. 

PLANT CONSERVATION VIA DISTRIBUTION
We often think of plant collection and propagation 
in terms of acquisition. To safeguard the integrity  
of our living collections or rare plants that are  
vulnerable to climate change, it is necessary to  
distribute plants to other conservation organizations. 
PHA distributed over 800 plants to institutions 
across the country, elevating our standing in the 
public garden and conservation world.

COLLABORATION STRENGTHENS LOCAL  
ECOLOGICAL AWARENESS
PHA works closely with many Island conservation  
organizations to promote healthy ecosystems.  
We sold thousands of MV Wildtype native plant plugs 
to local conservation organizations and homeowners  
to support ecosystem restoration projects and native  
plant landscapes. PHA also contributed to several  
publications as part of the Plant Local initiative.  
Use the QR code to the left to learn more about  
incorporating native plants into your home garden.


